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A campalgn to"éﬂoﬁif acoess to tunﬁéls' mAucklandCxty isn’t over yet, réporbt’sl EmnHogan ’

ill Reid has spent more than two-
a brick wall.

open the Albert Park tunnels to
thc public rages on and he refuses to give

up the fight.

In September 2005, Mr Reid, of Glen

Eden, signed an agreement with Auck-

land City Council allowing him to inves-.
tigate and provide a proposal outlining:

possible furure uses-of the tunnels.

Mr Reid believes this agreement

allows him exclusive long-term rights to
open these wnnels.

George Farrant, chief herltage adviser
at the council, says-the agreement gives
Mr Reid the right to investigate the feas-
ibility of using che tunnels for commer-
cial purposes.

This agreement expired in March this
year ‘and Mr Reid' recendy delivered a
letter to the council claiming intellectual
property rights over his plans a_nd con-
cepts presented to them.

If Mr Reid can get backing to open
the twnnels, he plans a bus route from the
top of Victogia St thratigh to Parnell, -

decades bashing his head against

But his. 22-year-old battlc -

" He would also indude - pedestrian
access to the Umversuy of Auck!and by

escalator.

Mr Reid says thiere was interest from a
tourist operator 1o inseall tourist’ attrac-
tions such as a glow-worm cave, museumn

- and black-warer rafting, -

- But he has had wrouble finding a genu—'
ine funder for the pro;ect and Mr Reid

says the council has twice refused to work -
“fact, a unitue’ ecosystcm in there. We

with him on opening the wnnels;

Mr Farrant is concetned that the - .
E ecosystems develop in ‘man-made cave-

nels may not be stable and many passages

outside the main tunnel are barely walk-

able.

The council had to seabilise vend- -
“also provide keys to the past with the

[ation shafis that feed the tunnel system
after two bad cases of subsidence in
2005.

Mr Farrant says it is unlikely the tan-
nels-will be opened to the public but the

" best chance would be invesdgating the -

tunnel entrance near ‘the Auckland Art

- Gallery.

“It.is remote at this stagc. There could

be a limited section of the tunnels

opened up. .

~ “The best possible access way would

-coundil once the construction of the new
" gallery begins.

.ot the wnnels and would love to see

- the tunnels left by workers during the

~ heap and could potentially give us quitea
lotof insighe” - -

" making the tunnels safe.

be r;he entrance by the art gallcry, SaYS,>»
Mr Farrant.

- This entrance will be lookzd at by the

Aundkdand Umversnty studcnt adviser
Scotr Pitkington has written two studies

them opened to the public.
*1 smcerely behcve that there is, i

don’t know “very much’ about how

like structures -and - this. could be ar

opportunity to gain ‘some insighit.”
Mr Pilkington says the tunnels could

possnbll:ty of material left behind by con-
struction workers.
“T expect that there will be rubbish in

decommissioning  stage which ‘would
render the tunnels like a-giant midden

- Mr Pilkington concedes however that
there would be large costs itvolved in




